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NEWS FROM LUTHERAN LAKESIDE WINTER 2018

THE POWER OF CAMP
The Fjeldberg Lutheran Church (Huxley, IA) high school 
youth and our adult chaperones had experienced an  
amazing two and a half days of service work at Lutheran 
Lakeside Camp. 

It was Friday morning and we were wrapping up and  
preparing to leave.  I drove from the Chalet, where we 
stayed, to the dining hall.  As we came up the drive toward 
the dining hall we were met by a truck going the other way.  
We went on to the dining hall and parked; the truck made 
an abrupt U-turn and came back into the camp toward us.

It was Don, a member of Ranger Z’s dedicated summer 
work team.  Don made a straight line toward “Br”  
(confidentiality), one of our high school guys.  “Br” had not 
been the most enthusiastic member of our mission trip.  
He’s not the most outdoorsy type and he had some recent 
family struggles.  But during these 2-1/2 days at Lakeside, 
the second half of our week-long mission trip, “Br” worked 
alongside Don quite a lot. 

That week, trees were being trimmed around the center of 
camp.  Our group dragged away the branches and  
loaded them on to a flatbed trailer.   Don and “Br” and  
others would then haul the trailer over to the big burn pile 
and dump the branches.

I guess Don and “Br” must have 
talked a bit on those trips back and 
forth, hauling branches.  So, on that 
Friday morning as we were preparing 
to leave, Don was looking for “Br”.

We were together, but Don was 
talking directly to “Br”.  He told “Br” 
he has a lot going for him and that 
he has a great future ahead of him.  
Don reminded “Br” that he’s nev-
er alone; in every challenge God is 
near and offers protection.Then Don 
pulled out a golden medallion with 
an imprint of Saint Christopher, the 
protector.  Don had been a police 
officer for 22 years and he told “Br” 

he carried that medallion every day to remind him, God 
protects.  “I want you to have this,” he said. 
 
We’ve been seeing a lot more of “Br” at church this fall.  He 
comes to nearly all our Wednesday meals and weekly high 
school youth gatherings.  

Planting seeds of faithfulness is mysterious work. Usually, 
you can’t pin it down to just one thing, but sometimes a 
moment does seem to jump out.

Lutheran Lakeside Camp is holy ground where those faith-
filled moments are intentionally given room to grow.  And 
those faith-filled moments happen because of meaningful, 
caring, affirming relationships among people touched by the 
love of Jesus Christ.  

It happens around the campfire during worship, on a sail 
boat, in Bible study, or even…  trimming trees.  Lakeside 
welcomes and gathers, opens us to explore and to wonder 
(or wander), and draws us into communion with God, one 
another, and God’s creation. Fjeldberg Lutheran Church is 
new to the Lakeside family.  Yet, the mission and ministry 
Lakeside has already made its imprint on us.
 
In Christ’s peace,
Pastor Erick  Swanson, Fjeldberg Lutheran Church 



PLANNED GIVING

Smaller Items
Mattress Covers (Twin & Full Size)
Sports Balls (basketball, kickball, volleyball, soccer ball)
Ping Pong Paddles and Balls
Water shoes (all sizes)
Goggles for pool
Work Gloves
Hammers / Screw Drivers / Crescent Wrenches
Johnson & Johnson First Aid To Go! Travel Kit (25)
Bandanas any color (100)
Poly Spot Markers | Sit Poly Spots (3 dozen)
Embroidery Floss for bracelets (variety of colors)

Medium Items
Life Jackets US coast guard certifi ed- ALL sizes 
Quilts Single, Double, Queen
Sleeping Bags (8)
Quality Pickleball Set
Bean Bag Toss Set  (2)
9 Square in the air kit
Small outdoor storage shed by rock wall

Larger items
Gaga Ball Pit full ($450) or partial ($225)
4 passenger hauler ATV
Old Truck for around camp
DR Trimmer Mower ($500) 
Portable Snow Th rower
Car or minivan for traveling day camp 
Trees for Camp Property

We have a wish list with a variety of items that will allow 
our program and property to be at it’s best next summer. If 
you have a wish list item that you can donate or want to buy 
Lakeside a Christmas present we would really appreciate 
it!  In addition to these items we have numerous projects 
around camp that we need assistance with. If you are pas-
sionate about something or skilled in a certain area there is 
no doubt we can fi nd a way to utilize your skills at camp. 

WISH LIST
Our lives are journeys of faith and generosity.  
And as our faith matures and deepens, so does the 
way we support God’s work in the world.  We start 
as children, dropping a few coins in to a Sunday 
school donation box and watching as our 
parents make Sunday off erings.  As we grow up 
(and older) in the church, our giving evolves as 
well, refl ecting new depths of meaning, under-
standing and experience.

Planned gift s are a refl ection of this trajectory.  
Yes, they are truly gift  to the future.  But they are 
also enduring testimonies of lives joyfully lived in 
faith – year aft er year.

Th e ELCA Foundation is a partner who shares 
your commitment.  When you are ready to make 
transformational gift s – those that exemplify your 
lifelong commitment to ministry and mission – 
the ELCA Foundation is your partner.  Working 
together, we can help you answer the call to live as 
a faithful and generous steward, while 
supporting and strengthening the fi nancial 
capacities of ELCA churchwide ministries, 
congregations, synods, agencies and institutions.

Mike Klinefelter serves the ELCA Foundation as 
the Iowa Regional Gift  Planner.  He is available 
for personal consultation, a free and confi dential 
assessment of one’s assets and 
determination of how to make 
those signifi cant gift s to the 
ministries you care about, all 
the while leaving gift s for family 
and friends.  

God’s Work is calling you.  



A Big Lakeside “Thank You” Goes Out to Our 
Volunteer Mission Groups: 
Our friends from Our Saviors 
Lutheran in Wayne,  
Nebraska were here in early June 
and did some major forestry work 
up in the Zip Line Activity area and 
built the landing platform to  
complete that area.

Our friends from Faith  
Lutheran in Eldridge, Iowa 
were back in July and did a major 
painting project, reconditioning 
the propane tanks and bringing a 
“splash of color” to the camp  
Landscape.

Our new group of friends from  
Augustana Lutheran in  
Manson, Iowa who joined us 
for a few days in June doing major 
work at the main Campfire area, a 
major clean up and building 33 new 
benches for that area.

Another new group joining us for 
work this summer, were the youth 
from Fjeldberg Lutheran in 
Huxley, Iowa.  Major clean up, 
painting and forestry work was 
done

Our Volunteers for “God Work, 
Our Hands” in September who took 
on a major forestry project clearing 
storm damage and taking down 
trees, a good afternoons work.

Also to:
The many individuals who volun-
teered their time, in many different 
ways, there are too many of you to 
list in this writing, but know you 
are appreciated!

Looking Forward to 2019!!
Peace, Ranger Z 



LAKESIDE 2018 GIVERS
GIFTS OF $1,000.00 
to $4,999.00
Richard & Sue Anderson
Rev. David & Marsha  
Bergstrom 
Jesse & Jamie Bergstrom 
Rodney & Gayle Bortz
Rev. Dick & Gloria Dahle 
Frank & Marge Gilbert 
Larry Gregory
Dean & Marcia  
Handsacker 
Duke Hungerford 
Randy Jacobs 
Rev. Mark & Mary Johns
Dennis & Lisa Lines 
Alicia Mohn & Eric  
Boudreau 
Jim & Connie Mohn 
Kevin & Vicki Newgard 
Vernon & Sandy lson 
Jerry & Kari Peters 
Harold & Marilee  
Peterson 
Mark & Karen Petersen 
Jim & Kathy Phelan
Cliff & Martha Phipps 
John Poland & Katie 
Hibbs 
Noel & Linda Singer  

GIFTS OF  $750.00 to 
$999.00
Filmore & Darlene Gus-
tafson 

GIFTS OF $500.00 to 
$749.00
Rev. Mike & Colleen Last 
Dr. Teresa (Tess) Olson 
Richmond Schmidt
Kathy Wachtel
 
GIFTS OF  $250.00 to 
$499.00
Samuel Aronson 
Donald & Miriam Baker 
Duane & Cindy Bedford 
Joshua Bergstrom 
Brad & Penny Dahlke 
Mike & Phyllis Damgaard 
Tom & Pam Egts 
Ken & Lois Engdahl 

Rev. Carl & Charlene  
Engstrom 
Kris & Kathy Gregersen 
Pam Gude 
Don & Sue Kearn 
Nancy McClimen 
Myron & Bonnie  
Siebrecht
Zach & Brittney Swanson
William & Rev. Sarah 
Trone Garriott  

GIFTS UP TO $249.00 
Dan & Karen Adams
Conley Anderson 
Jeff & Nancy Andreesen
Geraldine Behlers
Rev. Kimberly Belken 
Kristin McClimen Bell 
Matthew & Coleen Bentz 
Anna Berge 
Aaron & Jean Borton 
Rev. Leroy & Paula  
Bradway 
Phyllis Caradine 
Rev. Delmar & Zona 
Carlson 
Arthur & Kelly Check
Roger & Susan  
Christiansen
Bruce & Joni Click
Phyllis Conley 
Paul & Paula Crandall
Rev. Jerry Crow 
Scott & Barbara Davison 
Chuck & Tammera  
Denton
Clark & Shary Ebert
Susan Ebert
Darwin & Janet Folden
Darla Flynn
Claudia Weston  
Genkinger 
Marilyn Gibbs
David & Jayne Goos 
Douglas & Christine 
Gude 
David & Audrey  
Gustafson
Robert & Mary Hahn 
Revs.  David & Lorna 
Halaas 
Janelle Hall 

Robert & Connie Hansen 
Rev. George $ Janet  
Hanusa 
Robert & Elaine Harden 
Joshua & Jennifer Harry 
Marlyce Hauge 
Rick Hickman
H. G. (Harold) Hokel 
Rev. Mark & Linnea 
Holmer 
Richard Jensen 
Mark & Ann Jepson 
Todd & Rev. Carla 
Johnsen
Melissa Johnson 
Myrtle Kaufman
Robert & Suzanne Kossow
Kent & Diane Kroeger
Brad & Allison Krutsinger
Curtis & Patricia Lack 
Rev. Carroll & Judith Lang 
John & Twila Lange 
Margaret McCombs
Leilani McDonal 
John & Fran Meyer 
Robert & Mary K. Miller 
Joseph & Joan Mitchell 
Mark & Judith Monroe 
Shirley Moore 
Raymond & Carol Novak 
Rev.  Del & Jane Olivier
Robert & Deborah Olson 
Dale & Mary Oviatt 
Max & Elayne Palmer 
Rev. Lisa Parker &  
Rodney Hanze 
Laurel Pierson           
Wally & Nancy Poleshaj 
Dennis & Vicki Porter

Bruce & Laurie Putnam 
Richard & Darlene Reed 
Donald Reeves 
DeeEtta Riley 
John & Margaret Jean 
Rinde
Karl Samuelson 
Clara Savage 
Rev. Gene & Mary Lou  
Schipper 
Mark & Marlys Segar 
Greg & Lynette Sievert 
Rev. Janelle Siffring 
Jeffrey & Sandra Smith 
Richard & Deanna Snyder 
Pastor Dan & Beth  
Solomon 
John & Keri Suiter 
Eric & Jennifer Tange 
Luane & Cheryl Todd 
James & Jennifer  
VanMoorleghem 
Dave & Lisa Vermedahl 
Jim & Patricia Walker 
Richard & Judy Wessels 
Mardean Wilcox 
Ellen Wonderlin 
Rev. Sharon Worthington 
Manny & Diane Zempel 
Revs. Richard & Jean  
Ziettlow 

In Kind Gifts 
Shirley Moore-Quilts
Carol Banta-Quilts
Barb Brennan-20 lbs. 
Potatoes
Carrie Lewis La Plante - 
Parachutes

Current Donation Total - $40,703.00 
Donation Goal for 2018 - $65,700.00 

AUTOMATED 
MONTHLY GIVER

MAILING  
A DONATION

THRIVENT 
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AND  
ACTION 
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GIVING
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AND  

TIME

Giving can support most need, camper scholarships,  
or a specific purchase or project.

WAYS TO GIVELUTHERAN  
LAKESIDE

lutheranlakeside.com  |  712.336.2109  |  2491 170th Street Spirit Lake IA

An extension 
of ministry



RECAP ANNUAL MEETING NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS

The 2018 Annual meeting was a great day where we welcomed new board 
members, talked about the future of camp, and celebrated Ranger Z for his 
10 years as property manager. We said goodbye and thank you to Duanne 
Bedford, after serving 6 years on the board. Duane is our tree expert and 
was a real asset to the board.  Thankfully he will continue to assist with 
forestry matters even after leaving the board. We gave a warm welcome to 
Grace Heimindinger- Baake, Richard Thousand, and Erik Ullestad. Our 3 
newest board members all love Lakeside and are invested in providing a 
strong foundation for us to move forward on, each bringing their individual 
talents and gifts to the board. Discussion lead to the decision that our 2019 
annual meeting will be in the beginning of 2020 to provide more accurate 

reports about the financial 
standing of camp. There is also 
a possibility of it being in  
central Iowa to allow more  
constituents to participate. 
Ranger Z was showered with 
love and appreciation as we 
surprised him with a cake and 
cards for his incredible service 
to camp. He celebrated his 10th 
anniversary as property  
manager and 45th season at 
Lakeside.  Ranger’s love for 
camp is obvious and  
contagious, we are very grateful 
to him and all he has done for 
the Lakeside community. If you 
would like to see the annual 
report or want more  
information about 2019 please 
visit our website or contact 
Brittney Swanson the executive 
director. 

ERIK ULLESTAD

RICHARD THOUSAND

GRACE  
HEIMERDINGER-BAAKE



PROPERTY UPDATE
Fall 2017 shutdown went well with no real major issues, 
some plumbing/door and roofing will need to be looked 
at in the near future.  Cabin and building inspections 
were done as they were shut down for the winter and 
repair lists were worked on.

Pool shut down and winterizing was done by Culligan, 
paying special attention to electronic chemical controller, 
filters and water pumps, those issues will be addressed in 
the spring.

Fall is such a wonderful time at Lakeside – the rou-
tine changes from very hectic pace to a more quiet and 
relaxed pace, and a certain calm seems to settle over the 
camp.

Work project lists for the coming season have been 
started, and calls have been put out for groups to adopt 
projects for next summer.

Winter came early, lots of snow to move, did not have the 
snow plow on early enough, but that is how 
it goes.  
Spring came early, camp started to come 
back to life in late March, made it through 
equipment breakdowns and repairs, work 
projects started and calls went out for  
volunteers to come and work and enjoy 
camp.  Work groups started to call and 
schedule their week at camp, we have 3 
scheduled for the summer season.

Spring did not cooperate during April and May, lots of 
rain and flooding, road damage, washouts, high water 
at the lake, 7 major water leaks and repairs didn’t help, 
it was a constant battle to keep up with the mowing and 
opening up camp, but as always we were ready to go by 
Memorial Day.

Work projects started in late March with funds  
designated for necessary needs, the Lodge got a major 
overhaul, painting, new interior doors, new toilets, new 
carpeting in the bedrooms, new bed frames and  
mattresses, a major clean out and restocking of the  
kitchenette.

The Canteen had the floor replace and repaired at the 
southwest entrance of the great room (5 new beams are 
now holding it up), new screen doors new toilets, a major 
cleanout and restocking of the kitchen.

The Chalet had landscaping done with the patio,  
retaining walls and fire pit put in place, prep work was 

done for decks and walkways to be completed this fall.
The Craft Cabin was moved to the top of the old Storm 
Shelter after a new cement slab was poured, fixing the 
leaking roof and providing a solid foundation for the 
building.

The Kitchen got a new stove, griddle and meat slicer for a 
much needed refit.

The Swimming Pool got new Acid and Chlorine pumps, 
which brought the electronic chemical controller back on 
line, making care of the pool much easier.
With the flooding at the Zip Line activity area, field tiles 
were located, repaired and replaced, drying out the area 
nicely.

12 new picnic tables were purchased and place around 
camp, a much needed addition in the program areas.
New equipment will be noticed around camp to make 
taking care of the property easier, and a 6 passenger golf 
cart to help with transportation was purchased.

What a wonderful summer season we had 
at Lakeside, lives were changed, new friends 
were made and the “Spirit” was present and 
felt by all.

The electrical infrastructure work has  
started with Alliant Energy and Muske  
Electric doing their parts, work will  
continue through the fall and by spring all  

buildings on camp will have new power, (just the thing to 
start what is yet to come).

Preparations are being made for winter, (guess who is 
going to have the snow plow on early).

Camp is being put to bed and the quiet has returned, 
come see for yourself, camp is a wonderful place to be in 
the fall.

I have said it before, and it is just as important now, so 
I will say it again, “in the coming years, Serviceability, 
Maintainability and Sustainability of Lutheran Lakeside 
Camp will be important to us all.  This is something 
that we all have to do to insure that this place that we all 
know and love, continues to provide the energy needed 
by so many.”

A new day has come and as always, Lakeside will shine!!
From the Maintenance Desk!
Peace,
Ranger “Z”

A new day 
has come and 

as always, 
Lakeside will 

shine!



WAVEBREAKERS

ADULT SERVICE TRIPS

Leadership and service are two of the most important characteristics any 
young person can have.  Here are Lakeside, we have created a two week 
program for high school students to do all the things they love at camp - 
zip line, sail, kayak, hike, rock climb - while still providing a program that 
challenges them in their personal growth.  Counselors will lead campers 
in heartfelt bible studies, special service projects, and exciting trips and 
adventures.  They will experience an amazing week of friendship,  
fellowship, and learning.  Campers are then invited back for any of the  
following weeks to volunteer with the staff, use their knowledge and  
lessons first hand, and take part in an intentional Christian community for 
all ages.

Community, service work, spiritual growth, and the soothing power of 
nature. These are all food for our hearts and all of these can be found at 
Lutheran Lakeside. We are calling all churches looking for service trips for 
adults where they can have the freedom to grow in relationships together 
and direction in meaningful service work. For the past few years we’ve 
had a few volunteer groups throughout the summer, but we think this is a 
fantastic opportunity for more congregations. Check out our website for 
more information under the Get Involved tab. 

2019 CAMP SCHEDULE
Week 1: June 9 - 14
Confirmation Camp 
Juniors  
Short Timer 
Wavebreakers CIT Camp 
Day Camp

Week 2: June 16 - 21
Confirmation Camp 
Juniors 
Short Timer 
Night Owels 
Day Camp

Week 3: June 23 - 26
Adults with Special Needs

Week 4: June 30 - July 3
Adults with Special Needs

Week 5: July 7 - 12
Family Camp 
God’s Little Sprouts

Week 6: July 14 - 19
Wilderness Camp 
Juniors 
Short Timers 
Day Camp

Week 7: July 21 - 26
Confirmation Camp  
Juniors 
Short Timers 
Day Camp

Week 8: July 28 - August 2
Confirmation Camp 
Juniors 
Sailing Camp 
Day Camp

Week 9: August 4 - 9
Continuing Education Family 
Camp in Partnership with  
Wartburg Seminary



Lutheran Lakeside
2491 170th Sreet 
Spirit Lake IA 51360

www.lutheranlakeside.com
712-336-2109

Please donate today to help support Lakeside’s powerful ministry 

2019 CAMP REGISTRATION OPENS 
November 20th

CENTRAL IOWA CONFIRMATION RENEWAL
Febuarty 15, 6pm - Febuarty 16. 4pm 
At Memorial Lutheran, Nevada IA
 
SPRING CONFIRMATION RENEWAL
March 8th - 10th, At Lutheran Lakeside

SPRING GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS  
VOLUNTEER DAY 
April 27th Noon - 6pm, At Lutheran Lakeside

Lakeside provides the perfect space any time of year for 
holiday get togethers, reunions, weddings, vacations, 
youth groups, retreats, and every other gathering. With 
endless activities on our spacious property there is never a 
shortage of things to do. We provide a variety of housing 
options to sleep 2-30 people, with all the comforts of home.  
Visit our website for more pictures and call 712-336-2109 
for availability. 

2019 BOOKINGS HAVE BEGUN
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